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Doncaster 
Gate
The Doncaster Gate site is owned by Rotherham Borough 
Council and is the location of the existing NHS Health 
Village. To the north of the existing medical building is 
vacant land close to Doncaster Gate. Planning permission 
has recently been secured on this land for the construction 
of a new Higher Education hub building by RNN Group who 
run Rotherham College.

The new building will form part of a wider Town Centre 
education campus with the new Higher Education Hub 
complementing the existing College and its buildings on 
Howard Street and Eastwood Lane. The collective value of 
these education uses should be captured in terms of a new 
learning quarter.

The new hub will provide degree level education for 
new students and is programmed to open in September 
2018. This will bring new life and activity to this area. 
Approved plans have been integrated into the Town Centre 
masterplan which is supportive of the vision for this site.  
Computer generated images of the new hub building have 
been provided from the project architect.  The building will 
be striking and distinctive.

Other masterplan considerations for this site are that 
it should help to link pedestrian flows into town along 
Doncaster Gate, particularly down from Clifton Park.

Also, urban design assessment has highlighted the 
junction of Doncaster Gate / Wellgate / High Street as 
being poor from a pedestrian point of view and in need of 
improvement.

CGI courtesy of Bond Bryan Architects

CGI courtesy of Bond Bryan Architects
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Rotherham Town Centre

Urban &
Landscape
Design

Masterplan boundary

Council owned land

Sites under Council control

Other sites to be aquired by Council

Mature trees line Doncaster Gate along the 
northern boundary, improving the site setting

Poor quality focal point requires public realm 
improvement 

Vacant site for future development

New five storey apartment building adjacent to 
development site

Pedestrian link to existing College building - 
opportunity to support the creation of a Town 
Centre campus
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Guest and 
Chrimes 
The former Guest and Chrimes foundry and brass works 
is a Grade II listed building which opened in 1857.  The 
history of the works is of national and international 
significance due to the role of the Guest & Chrimes 
business in pioneering the design and manufacture of 
brass valves and screw-down taps across the world.  
Guest and Chrimes products provided safe and clean 
drinking water improving health and reducing disease 
internationally.  Their valves were also used in fire hydrants 
in the UK and overseas and their valve covers can be 
seen wherever their products were used.  The business 
was at the forefront of innovation and employed many 
local people.  The business closed in 1999 since when 
the buildings have remained vacant and have fallen into 
disrepair.

The remaining buildings comprise the core of the works 
and it is important to recognize that the wider works was, 
in its prime, much larger.  The buildings which remain 
include the frontage to Don Street, which houses the 
original works entrance and three rear ‘ranges’ or wings 
which are arranged parallel to one another reflecting the 
nature of works of this type from that period.  Historic 
England have prepared a Statement of Significance which 
underlines the most important aspects of the building in 
terms of heritage and conservation. 

The site is adjacent to Rotherham United’s New York 
Stadium and associated car parking in the south and 
the Council’s Riverside House in the north.  The site is 
controlled by the football club which has a very long 
lease of this site from the Council.  Over many years the 
football club has proposed different schemes to bring the 
redundant building back into active use.  Presently the 
football club is promoting a leisure-based development 
and the architects behind this scheme have met with the 
masterplan team at WYG and also Historic England.

The works are affected by flooding constraints with the 
original buildings set 2m below the stadium and Riverside 
House which are designed to reflect the area being within 
flood zone 2.  Redevelopment proposals must address this 
constraint through creative design and conservation.
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